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Abstract 

The classification of plant diseases is essential for the timely detection and prevention of outbreaks, 

which can lead to significant crop loss and reduced food security. In recent years, machine learning 

techniques, such as SVM algorithm, have been used to classify plant diseases based on their symptoms 

and features extracted from images of diseased plants. This study aims to provide an overview of the 

SVM algorithm's application in plant disease classification and its potential for future development. The 

SVM algorithm has been shown to be effective in classifying various plant diseases, including black 

spot and anthranose. Furthermore, the integration of machine learning models with remote sensing and 

precision agriculture technologies has the potential to improve disease detection and prevention. Future 

directions for plant disease classification using machine learning techniques include the development of 

deep learning models, multimodal classification, and transfer learning. In conclusion, the use of machine 

learning techniques, including SVM algorithm, provides a valuable tool for the early detection and 

prevention of plant diseases, ultimately benefiting farmers, consumers, and the environment. 

 

Keywords: Support vector machines (SVMs), Plant diseases, Image processing, Categorization of 

leaves. 
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1. Introduction 

 

Plant disease detection and classification using machine learning techniques have been a topic 

of extensive research in recent years. One of the popular algorithms used in this domain is 

Support Vector Machines (SVM). SVM is a supervised machine learning algorithm that is used 

for classification and regression analysis. It is a powerful tool for detecting and classifying plant 

diseases due to its ability to handle high-dimensional data and non-linear classification 

boundaries.In the context of plant disease detection and classification, SVM is trained on 

labelled datasets containing images of healthy and diseased plants. The SVM algorithm then 

creates a decision boundary that separates the two classes of images. Once the SVM model is 

trained, it can be used to predict the class of new, unseen images of plants. SVM-based plant 

disease detection and classification have shown promising results in terms of accuracy and 

computational efficiency.Overall, SVM is a powerful machine learning algorithm that has 

shown great potential for detecting and classifying plant diseases. Its ability to handle high-

dimensional data and non-linear classification boundaries make it an attractive choice for this 

application. 

       

1.1. Study Objectives 

 To train an SVM model on labelled datasets containing images of healthy and diseased 

plants for accurate disease detection and classification. 

 To evaluate the performance of the SVM algorithm in terms of accuracy, sensitivity, 

specificity, and computational efficiency. 

 To compare the performance of the SVM algorithm with other machine learning 

algorithms for plant disease detection and classification 
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1.2. Methodology 

The method for Detection and Classification of Plant Disease using Machine Learning using 

Svm algorithm can be divided into the following steps: 

 Data collection and preprocessing: In this step, images of healthy and diseased plants 

are collected and preprocessed. The preprocessing techniques can include image 

resizing, color normalization, and image enhancement. 

 Feature extraction: In this step, features are extracted from the preprocessed images. The 

features can include color, texture, and shape features. The choice of features can have 

a significant impact on the performance of the SVM model. 

 Training the SVM model: The extracted features are used to train an SVM model using 

a labeled dataset. The SVM model learns to classify images as healthy or diseased based 

on the extracted features. 

 Model evaluation: The trained SVM model is evaluated on a test dataset to measure its 

performance. The evaluation metrics can include accuracy, sensitivity, specificity, and 

F1 score. 

 Hyperparameter tuning: The performance of the SVM model can be further improved 

by tuning the hyperparameters, such as the kernel type, regularization parameter, and 

gamma. 

 Comparison with other models: The performance of the SVM model can be compared 

with other machine learning models, such as decision trees, random forests, and deep 

learning models, to identify the best-performing model. 

 Real-world application: The developed SVM model can be used for real-world plant 

disease detection and classification tasks, such as in-field disease detection using drones 

or smartphone cameras. 

 



Giri Rajkumar. S.M et al                                                         IJMRT: Volume (5), Issue 7, 2023

 

Copyrights@IJMRT www.ijmrt.in  

Page | 34 

1.3. Plant Disease Classification 

 

       

Figure.1. The Dataset of the model 

Plant disease classification using SVM algorithm can be used to classify different types of plant 

diseases, including blackspot and anthracnose. Blackspot is a common fungal disease that 

affects rose plants, causing black spots on the leaves and stem. Anthracnose is another fungal 

disease that affects many plant species, including fruits and vegetables, causing dark spots on 

the leaves and stem. To classify blackspot and anthracnose using SVM algorithm, a dataset of 

labeled images of healthy and diseased plants affected by these diseases can be collected and 

preprocessed. Features such as color, texture, and shape can be extracted from the preprocessed 

images, and an SVM model can be trained using the extracted features. The SVM model can 

then be evaluated using a test dataset, and its performance can be measured using evaluation 

metrics such as accuracy, sensitivity, specificity, and F1 score. 

 

For multi-class classification, the SVM model can be trained using a one-vs-one or one-vs-all 

approach to classify multiple types of plant diseases, including blackspot and anthracnose. The 
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hyperparameters of the SVM model can be tuned to improve its performance, and its 

performance can be compared with other machine learning models for plant disease 

classification, such as decision trees, random forests, and deep learning models. 

 

The developed SVM model can be used for real-world plant disease classification tasks, such 

as in-field disease detection using drones or smartphone cameras, to help farmers and 

agriculture experts take necessary measures to prevent the spread of diseases and minimize crop 

loss caused by blackspot and anthracnose, and other plant diseases 

 

1.4. Remedial Measures 

The remedial measures for blackspot and anthracnose, two common plant diseases that can be 

classified using SVM algorithm, involve a combination of cultural, chemical, and biological 

control measures. Here are some of the remedial measures for blackspot and anthracnose: 

 

1.4.1. Blackspot 

 Pruning: Infected leaves, stems, and other plant parts should be pruned and removed 

immediately to prevent the spread of the disease. 

 Water management: Overwatering can create a favorable environment for fungal 

growth, so proper water management is important to prevent blackspot. Water should 

be applied directly to the soil and not to the leaves. 

 Fertilizer management: Overfertilization can cause lush, tender growth that is more 

susceptible to blackspot. So, proper fertilizer management is crucial to prevent the 

disease. 

 Chemical control: Fungicides can be applied to control blackspot. However, fungicides 

should be used as a last resort and only after cultural practices have been implemented. 
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1.4.2. Anthracnose 

 Sanitation: Infected plant debris should be removed to prevent the spread of the disease. 

 Water management: Similar to blackspot, proper water management is important to 

prevent anthracnose. 

 Fertilizer management: Proper fertilizer management is crucial to prevent the disease. 

 Chemical control: Fungicides can be applied to control anthracnose. However, 

fungicides should be used as a last resort and only after cultural practices have been 

implemented. 

 Biological control: Beneficial microorganisms can be used to prevent the growth of 

pathogenic fungi that cause anthracnose. 

 Crop rotation: Rotation of crops can also help prevent the buildup of pathogens that 

cause anthracnose. 

 In summary, remedial measures for blackspot and anthracnose involve a combination of 

cultural, chemical, and biological control measures. Proper water and fertilizer 

management, pruning, sanitation, and the use of beneficial microorganisms can help 

prevent the spread of these diseases and minimize crop loss 

 

2. Future Directions 

The use of deep learning algorithms has enabled us to accurately classify plant leaf diseases 

with high precision. However, simply identifying the disease is not enough - remedial measures 

must also be taken to prevent further spread and damage to the crops. 

One of the most effective remedial measures is the use of pesticides. Pesticides can help prevent 

and control the spread of plant diseases by killing or preventing the growth of the pathogen. The 

proper type and dosage of pesticides must be used, though, as overuse can result in chemical 

residue building up in the soil, which can have detrimental effects on the environment and the 
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health of people and animals. In addition to these measures, it is also important to practice good 

agricultural practices, such as crop rotation and maintaining soil health. Crop rotation involves 

the alternating of different crops in the same field to prevent the build-up of soil-borne 

pathogens that can cause disease. Maintaining soil health involves the use of organic fertilizers 

and the prevention of soil erosion, which can improve the overall health of the crops and make 

them less susceptible to disease. Overall, the use of remedial measures in combination with 

accurate disease classification using deep learning algorithms can help improve crop yield and 

prevent the spread of plant diseases, ultimately leading to a more sustainable and productive 

agricultural industry. 

 

3. Conclusion 

 In conclusion, the classification of plant diseases using machine learning techniques, such as 

SVM algorithm, has shown promising results in the early detection and prevention of plant 

diseases. The SVM algorithm has been used effectively to classify various plant diseases based 

on their symptoms and features extracted from images of diseased plants. The study of plant 

disease classification using SVM algorithm has several potential applications in precision 

agriculture and remote sensing technologies. With the integration of these technologies, farmers 

can detect and prevent disease outbreaks before they become severe, leading to higher crop 

yields and improved food security. In addition, future directions for the classification of plant 

diseases using machine learning techniques, such as deep learning models, transfer learning, 

and multimodal classification, could further improve the accuracy and reliability of disease 

classification. Overall, the use of machine learning techniques, including SVM algorithm, 

provides a valuable tool for the early detection and prevention of plant diseases, ultimately 

benefiting farmers, consumers, and the environment. 
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                                                           Figure.2.   Final outcome 
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